).
RESULTS
The incidence ofboosening is given in Table  III . In the 17 hips followed up for over two years, the movement lost before operation was mainly rotation rather than flexion, because the collapse ofthe femoral head had resulted in a cylindrical roller joint, and the main improvement after operation also was in rotation (Table  IV) . The mean hip score before operation was 1 1 .5 of a possible 40 (range 9 to 16), and at review it was 24.6 (range 13 to 38). This confirms the severely disabling hip disease pre-operatively and the rather mediocre result postoperatively (Table  V) .
In some cases we found it difficult to distinguish between pain from a loose prosthesis and that (Fig. 3) of the bone is often much softer, but caution is still needed to avoid perforation. We now routinely radiograph the patients with the femoral broach in position so that we can assess complete filling ofthe predrilled canal.
In the past, large gaps have been left between the prosthesis and the canal due to the difficulties of reaming (Fig. 4) . 
